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gered through the hatred of all devout Catholics to
the English, or his moral and religious principles
poisoned by the evil influences surrounding him.
This was the burden of many of Languet's letters.
Sometimes he wrote playfully and in coaxing terms;
at other times his words were stern and reproachful.
" If I thought that my counsel had any weight with
you/* he declared when he heard that Philip had
gone to Genoa, " I should urge you, as I have done
over and over again, to keep clear of those places
which are under Spanish rule; for the Spaniards,
with good cause, hate the English, and Genoa is so
bound up with Spain that you cannot possibly be
safe there. But I suppose you find pleasure in
seeing so many vessels being made ready for war;
or else there is sweet music for you in the clank of
the chains of the poor galley-slaves; or is it that you
wait in hope of seeing this Don John of Austria as
he passes back into Spain ? "

Don John, it may be noted, the half-brother of
King Philip of Spain, had a few years before been
appointed captain-general of the combined forces
despatched by Spain, the Pope, and the Venetian
republic on a crusade against the Turks. In 1571
he had won the battle of Lepanto, the greatest sea-
fight of the century, but not great enough to crush
the Ottoman power, and he was now carrying on the
war in Tunis and Morocco.

Sidney's letters In the second half of his stay in Italy
show that he was at this time taking too much inter-
est in politics to have much leisure for studying
music or geometry, or adding Greek to the Latin,